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Classical music adaptation of popular Australian children’s book now available  
to stream online!  

Families around Australia can now enjoy the enchanting musical adaptation of Australian children’s book 
Leonard the Lyrebird anywhere, any time, with a new recording – now available on all streaming platforms!  

Leonard the Lyrebird: A Musical Story – an original composition by acclaimed composer Ian Munro – 
brings together the sounds of cello, clarinet and piano with narration of the story by the composer himself. At 
nearly 20 minutes in length, the recording offers listeners of all ages a screen-free session of beautiful-quality 
audio entertainment, perfect for a gentle listening activity in the day or musical storytime before bed. 

Written by Jodie McLeod and illustrated by Eloise Short, Leonard the Lyrebird is an award-winning 
Australian bush animal story about friendship and bravery, set in the Blue Mountains, which is home to both 
the author and illustrator. This classical music adaptation weaves the words of the original story into a 
beautiful musical interpretation, where the music reflects the characters, emotions and events in the story. 

Featuring award-winning concert pianist Grace Kim, Opera Australia Orchestra principal cellist Teije 
Hylkema and associate principal clarinet Philip Green, and narrated by the composer himself, this original 
Australian classical work will captivate listeners with an imaginative blend of storytelling, instrumentation and 
– if enjoyed along with the hard-copy book – illustration. 

Leonard the Lyrebird author Jodie McLeod describes the recording as “nothing short of magical”. 

“This musical composition expands the story of Leonard in such an engaging and heartfelt way,” she says.
“Hearing such a talented team of musicians play in your own lounge room or wherever you enjoy shared 
reading time – it adds a whole other dimension to the experience.”  

If listening with children, Jodie suggests having a box of props handy such as scarves or dress-ups in case 
they feel inspired to dance or act out the characters from the book.  

Concert pianist and artistic director Grace Kim adds: “I am very proud of this work, which adds to a long 
tradition of classical music retellings of children’s tales, such as Prokofiev’s Peter and The Wolf, or  
Saint-Saëns’ The Carnival of the Animals. Only, this composition has a much more Australian flavour, 
combining the creative forces of numerous Australian talents. 

“Ian Munro’s composition is just stunning. I am so thrilled to share such an inspiring and original work!” 

Premiering at Scenic World in Katoomba in 2019, toured by Orchestra Victoria in Bendigo and surrounds in 
2022 and scheduled for the Sydney Chamber Music Festival on 27 June 2026 at the Manly Art Gallery and 
Museum, Leonard the Lyrebird: A Musical Story has sparked the imaginations of children and families at 
every performance. Proudly supported by Scenic World and the Blue Mountains City of the Arts Trust. 

The recording is now available to listen on Spotify, YouTube and iTunes 
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For more information, interviews and high-resolution images, contact Grace Kim:  

M: 0416 832 405 | E: gsykim@icloud.com 
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